Systemic lupus erythematosus with ischemic peripheral neuropathy and lupus anticoagulant: response to intravenous prostaglandin E1.
We report a case of systemic lupus erythematosus with cutaneous vasculitis and peripheral neuropathy. Results of laboratory examinations revealed lupus anticoagulant in the patient's serum. His lower limbs showed asymmetry. A sural nerve biopsy specimen showed modest degeneration of nerve fibers and incomplete obstruction of nutrient vessels. His cutaneous vasculitis responded to treatment with high-dose corticosteroid, but the lower limb neuropathy responded incompletely. Daily intravenous prostaglandin E1 treatment improved his neurologic and cutaneous symptoms markedly. Our case implied that nutritional vascular ischemia caused by lupus anticoagulant is involved in the pathogenesis of lupus neuropathy in addition to well-known peripheral nerve vasculitis. It also documented the effectiveness of intravenous prostaglandin E1 in the treatment of systemic lupus erythematosus.